
Lucy Worsley: ‘I am particularly proud of my
lovely little ears’
The historian on beauty, black pudding and drinking from potties

Rosanna Greenstreet

Lucy Worsley: ‘My guiltiest pleasure? Watching Britain’s Got Talent.’ Photograph: Getty Images
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B
orn in Reading, Lucy Worsley, 43, read ancient and modern history at Oxford. She worked
for English Heritage before becoming chief curator of Historic Royal Palaces. She presents
history programmes for the BBC and has written several books; her latest Jane Austen At
Home, is out next week. She is married and lives in London.

When were you happiest?
I think you can be happy every day, if you are in the flow.

What is your greatest fear?
That somebody will notice I’m the same two jokes and a bit of lipstick.

What is your earliest memory?

Playing with my toy, Blue Rabbit, and wishing she could come alive.

What was your most embarrassing moment?
I was at a National Trust property in Birmingham, showing some school kids a chamber pot (I’d
filled it with ginger beer). I expected them to be interested, but I was getting nothing back, so I
drank the ginger beer. One of them started crying.
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Since you’re here …

… we’ve got a small favour to ask. More people are reading the Guardian than ever, but far fewer

are paying for it. Advertising revenues across the media are falling fast. And unlike many news

organisations, we haven’t put up a paywall – we want to keep our journalism as open as we can.

So you can see why we need to ask for your help. The Guardian’s independent, investigative

journalism takes a lot of time, money and hard work to produce. But we do it because we believe

What is your wallpaper?
A photograph of a Welcome Home sign. It was a hint from my husband: you’ve been away again.

What do you most dislike about your appearance?
Nothing. I hate this question, and would like to turn it around and say that I am particularly proud
of my lovely little ears.

If you could bring something extinct back to life, what would you choose?
I’d like to meet Mrs Cornwallis, who made Henry VIII’s black puddings.

Who would play you in the film of your life?
Georgie Henley, who was Lucy in The Lion, The Witch And The Wardrobe.

What did you want to be when you were growing up?
A spy, a witch and a nun.

Which book changed your life?
Jean Plaidy’s Young Elizabeth. I’ve still got my copy with its picture of Hampton Court, and I think
it was meant to be that I’d work here. It was given to me by the girl next door, and I’ve just noticed
the school library ticket. I’m handling stolen goods!

What is the worst thing anyone’s said to you?
A man in a white van once shouted, “Oi, you off the telly, fuck off back to 1909.” It was a hot day
and I was carrying a parasol, the sort you might see in Downton Abbey. So I thought, “You are
uncouth, but also quite well-informed.”

What is your guiltiest pleasure?
Watching Britain’s Got Talent.

To whom would you most like to say sorry, and why?
To my brother. When he was a small boy, I made him urinate on an electric fence to see if liquid
could really transmit electricity.

Who would you invite to your dream dinner party?
Jane Austen, the greatest human who ever lived. I’d also invite George IV, whom she hated, and
George IV’s divorced wife, whose side Jane was on. We’d have fireworks.

What is the worst job you’ve done?
In my teens, peeling garlic to make pie filling in a butcher’s shop.

What has been your biggest disappointment?
That I am not a chorus girl in a West End musical.

If you could go back in time, where would you go?
If it was to live, after the invention of anaesthetic. If for a day, to Henry VIII’s court to check if we
recreated his wine fountain accurately.

What is the most important lesson life has taught you?
That the bookworm shall also go to the ball.
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our perspective matters – because it might well be your perspective, too.

Because I appreciate there not being a paywall: it is more democratic for the media to be available for all

and not a commodity to be purchased by a few. I’m happy to make a contribution so others with less

means still have access to information.

Thomasine F�R

If everyone who reads our reporting, who likes it, helps to support it, our future would be much

more secure.

Become a supporter Make a contribution
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